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So thou'rt wise, be not thou cheated by the deinon-woild's cajole-,
Driving him fiom   crown and throne, it made e'en Solomon to stray. *

Be  not heedless, cAdni, for one day the adverse-wind will rise,

Oman's Sea2 will rage and make thy being's baique to reel straightway.

* Solomon is constantly mentioned by the Oriental poets. He is the type
of the ideal monarch. He is held to have been a prophet 5 he was perfect
in all sciences; he understood the language of beasts and birds. The winds
were subject to his command, and used to bear his carpet, on which stood
his throne and all his hosts, whithersoever he would. Jinnis, demons, and
fairies were under his control, and constrained to do his bidding. The source
of his mighty power was his Seal, on which was graven the Most Great Name
(see vol. i, p. 379, n. 2), and it was by virtue of it that he was lord of
creation. According to a well-known legend, a demon called Sakhr once
obtained possession of this Seal by appearing in the shape of Solomon to
Emine, one of that monarch's concubines, to whom he used to entrust it
when he washed. Having received the Seal from her, Sakhr seated himself
upon the throne and did what seemed good unto him. But so impious was
his conduct that on the fortieth day the grand Vezir Asaph and some doctors
of the Law determined (possibly in the hope of admonishing him) to read
the scriptures in his presence. No sooner did the Word of God fall upon
the demon's ear than he resumed his native form, and fled in haste to the
sea-shore, where the Seal dropped from him. By the providence of God, the
Seal was swallowed by a fish. When Solomon had been deprived of his
throne, the light of prophetship had departed from him, and none had
recognised him. So for forty days he had wandered about the country,
begging alms. On the fortieth he entered the service of a fisherman who coven-
anted to give him two fishes as his daily wage. The fish that had swallowed
the Seal was taken by the fisherman and given to Solomon, who thus recovered
his Seal and with it his Kingdom. Sakhr was caught and imprisoned in a
copper vessel which was then sealed with the wondrous Seal and cast into
the Sea of Tiberias, there to remain till the Resurrection Day.

2 The Sea of Oman, i. e. the Persian Gulf, was the greatest expanse of
water familiar to the old Persians; hence it came to be conventionally used
in poetry as the type of a mighty ocean.